An unusual case of hypotension after fibrinolysis resulting from mediastinal hemorrhage.
Although bleeding complications may occur after fibrinolysis, mediastinal hemorrhage is extremely rare. We encountered mediastinal hemorrhage in a case of anterior wall myocardial infarction (MI); the patient developed sudden-onset chest pain with hypotension after fibrinolysis. The differential diagnosis and approach to management of such a case is discussed. As fibrinolysis remains a common means of establishing reperfusion in patients with acute MI, emergency physicians should be aware of such unusual complications secondary to fibrinolysis. An orderly clinical approach with an individualized management protocol is essential in such situations so that undue instrumentation and invasive procedures with their attendant risks in a thrombolysed patient are avoided.